Centurion Court
Centurion Way
Leyland
Lancashire
PR25 3UQ
Tele 01772 642460
Fax 01772 621333

Engine Forum

C•M•D ENGINEERING
Telephone 07712 052635
Lord Vernons Wharf, Higher Poynton
(adjacent to Bridge 15, Macclesfield Canal)

WALSH’S

Oil Engine
Spares & Service
ENGINEERING LTD

COMMERCIAL DIESEL ENGINE SPECIALISTS
Barton Moss Road
Eccles
Parts & Services
Manchester
MR30 7RL
Tele:- 0161 787 7017 Fax:- 0161 787 7038
E Mail:- walshs@gardnerdiesel.co.uk www.gardnerdiesel.co.uk
Unit 4 Greenacres Courtyard,
Monument Business Park,
Warpsgrove Lane,
Chalgrove, Oxford.
OX44 7RW.
Tel: +44 (0) 1865 400703

Spring 2010 Issue

www.gardner-enthusiast.com

www.gardnerengineforum.co.uk
Disclaimer please see note 3 on page 1

No. 17

For Sale
Original Gardner Spanners
Connecting Rod Ring Spanner
Cylinder Head Nut Ring Spanner
Sprayer Cap Open End Spanner
3 Assorted locknut spanners
Free if collected
Tele 01562 884454 (West Midlands)

1L2 Laboratory Engine
16hp @1600 r.p.m
All Complete Includes, Pump, Flywheel ,Pedestal Block
And Starting Handle,Turns Easily
Contact: Mark Rowland 0796 8584366
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Chairman’s Notes

These notes are being written after I have just taken down the
Christmas decorations; outside it is while over with frozen snow and
ice inches thick, even the Llangollen canal is frozen over, normally
this rarely freezes due to it being the water supply route to Hurleston
reservoir, therefore continually flowing.
I seem to be surrounding myself (or at least filling Chas Mills’ yard)
with large L2 Gardner engines. A second 6L2 arrived recently from
Scotland to join the one given to me by Gill Geldread some years ago.
Some L2 spares may be available at the conclusion of my plans.
The next Gardner Engine Rally is to be held at Bugsworth Basin near
to Whalley Bridge in the Peak District in June 2011 (the final date will
be confirmed latter). A suggestion for a rally on the River Thames
has been received and will be considered for 2013,together with any
other suggested locations. Organisers needed of course.
As I end may I wish all Forum members a happy and successful New
Year, see you on the road or the cut.
Mike.
WANTED
New Committee member to take on the role of Membership Secretary.
Due to ill health our current membership secretary is relinquishing
the post at the AGM.
If you are interested or would like more information please contact
the Chairman
Welcome to new members
Mr R Peregrine of Malvern
Mr P Howard of Stoke Golding 2LW
Mr K Butler of Carlton le Morland 6LXB Marinesed
Mr W.J.K.Naylor of Knutsford
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A bonus item found in the middle of an ebay purchase, at
£0.95 pre tax this seems like a remarkable bargain, this small flyer
is obviously post decimalization but pre V.a.t
Anyone care to hazard a guess as to its age?

Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given for the

Ordinary Annual General Meeting of the
Gardner Engine Forum
at the

Anson Engine Museum,
Anson Road,
Poynton,
Cheshire.
SK12 1TD

on Saturday 17th April 2009 at 2.30pm.

18

The purpose of this A.G.M is to present accounts for the year 2009/2010
and to elect officers onto the committee.
The Anson Museum will be open to the public so there should be
demonstration of the engines,
Tea and coffee will be provided. Any charges for this meeting will be
borne by the Forum.
o-----------------------------------------------------o
New Years Honours
Geoff Challinor chairman of the Anson Engine Museum receives an MBE
for ‘services to industrial heritage’. Geoff described the moment as one of
the proudest in his life:”There are so many amazing names on th New
Years Honours list, it’s something I’ll treasure for the rest of my life .I am
honoured and humbled to be recognised in this way. It’s absolutely fantastic news and I am proud to accept it not just on behalf but as an acknowledgement of the skill and ingenuity of the people who have left us a
wonderful industrial heritage legacy.”Geoff has devoted his life to engines
and engineering. As the collection of engines grew over the years he and
the late Les Crawley founded the Anson Engine Museum in Poynton
back in 1987. Over the past few years it has earned the reputation as a
leading UK specialist museum and a major tourist attraction in the north
West, all delivered on a shoestring budget and a workforce made up entireley of volunteers with no government subsidies or grants towards its
running costs.
Old Glory.
3

Birthday Greetings

Identified at Last
The follow up to “Who am I” and “Where Have I Been” requests

published in the last two forum newsletters have not been very fruitful,
however there may be very good reason.
This Port side 3L3 engine was clearly of early war time manufacture.
For some unknown reason the crankcase was’nt stamped with its
identity number. The number and date mentioned in the first article was
taken from the crankshaft presumably a Lloyds marking. The identity
number on the fuel injector pump and mounting block correspond to a
5LW fitted to a Bristol tram! So one must believe thre has been some
swap of parts, you know rob Peter to help Paul. The pump component
parts are correctly set for a 3L3 and proved to be spot on when tested
by a Gardner agent
A day spent at the Anson Engine Museum trawling through two ledger
books of some 9000 engines manufactured over a three year period
exposed only six 3L3 engines. In 1941 two are mentioned, one of which
is stated as being a clockwise rotation “Port side” engine number 52012.
Could this be the engine in question, it very much looks like it. This was
tested on 30-4-1941 and dispatched to A Duthie &Co Ltd of Lossiemouth Fisheries in Northern Scotland. According to this record the
engine was initially allocated to a boat called “Ruby”. This information
suggests it went to work in a fishing trawler and plied the North Sea for
a number of years before finishing up somewhere in Southern Ireland,
where it remained for a further number of years unused. It was returned
to this country in a sad condition and put into storage where it deteriorated even more. By now it was getting very near to the skip! Oh dear,
that would have been sacrificial
It is during the last eighteen months that the engine changed hands yet
again and has now been fully overhauled (picture on front cover of No
15 Engine Form Newsletter)
Obviously it is an extremely rare marine engine because very few Port
models were manufactured. For this reason alone care is being taken
to ensure a safe future for its prosperity.
P.J. Freakley

To Peter Freakley,who attained 70 bhp last year, as a special treat, family
and friends arranged a special tool box to celebrate the occasion, As you
can see it came covered in Gardner Memorabilia, plus two small decorated
cakes inside celebrating Peters long love
of Gardner engines,, by the time we got to
getting a photo the cakes had long gone,
some mutterings about not letting them get
past their sell by date.
Members who have attended the rallies will
have seen Peter with his 4lk powered Morris Commercial Truck, the third in the line
of engines that has passed through Peters
loving hands, the others being A 2LW marine unit with 2UC gearbox a 3LW

from a Smiths crane , and currently
the 3L3 that has been featured in the
last two newsletters, no doubt there
will be more to come

Oct 09
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